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Headway aims to let local residents know which way we’re heading in & around Headingley.  Local community associations have got together to share & circulate information – Cardigan Triangle, Far Headingley, Heal Headingley, Headingley Network, Kirkstall Village, Moor Parks, North Hyde Park, South Headingley, St Chad’s & Turnways.  We’d be pleased if other associations joined us.  Everyone is invited to send us any news that matters to Headingley.  Headway is an initiative of Leeds HMO Lobby, the collective campaigning for local housing balance.

Here’s how it works: Latest news will be published on an ongoing basis on the Message Board of the Heal Headingley website.  The printed version of Headway will come out every quarter.  Anyone is welcome to send us items for either or both of these.  Anyone is welcome to be on the mailing list.  Let us know if you are online, and we can deliver Headway by email.  See back page for contact details.

Turning the Tide
As the year turns, so does the housing tide in & around Headingley.  In the last issue of Headway, we noted that student numbers are levelling off, and that thousands of new bedspaces are being developed.  The upshot is a growing surplus in student housing.  New Year, new era – at long last, the housing tide has reached a high-water mark.

ASHORE or adrift?

The idea of ASHORE (an Area of Student Housing Restraint in & around Headingley) was first floated two years ago, as part of the Leeds UDP Review – the review of the city’s grand overall Plan.  Though it was not official policy, it has been used as ‘emerging policy’ in making planning decisions – and it has been useful in refusing further intensification of student housing in the Area.

On 29 November, the Council finally received the Inspector’s Report on the Public Inquiry last year.  It has been widely and rightly criticised.  The Inspector misunderstood the local issues, he turned down the idea of ‘ASHORE’, and astonishingly, he even recommended more student halls in & around Headingley.

However, the Report was not nearly as disastrous as it was reported in the press.  In fact, the Inspector made a number of valuable recommendations.  First of all, he did recognise that there was a student housing problem, and he supported the Council’s policy of dispersal.  Secondly, he proposed an alternative policy (an Area of Housing Mix) with a similar effect to ASHORE.  Finally, he supported the Lobby’s proposals to extend the Area to cover more communities.

The Lobby has suggested many ways to ‘flesh out’ the Inspector’s recommendations.  The Council’s proposed Modifications are due to be published in March or April, for further consultation.

Leeds HMO Lobby

Student Housing Group

Also on 29 November, the Student Housing Group held its first meeting after a gap of eight months.  This Group is a committee originally set up by the Council in 2001 to tackle problems caused by concentrations of student housing in & around Headingley.  It consists of representatives of all parties concerned – Council and community, universities and students, and landlords.  Over the years, it has met regularly, following a Student Housing Action Plan.  ASHORE was one of the main initiatives to emerge.  The Group’s first priority now is to review the Student Housing Action Plan – the Lobby has submitted proposals.

Student Housing Strategy

The Student Housing Group has also begun a research project, to prepare a proper Student Housing Strategy for Leeds (at last!).  Its purpose is to provide an overall framework for housing students in Leeds appropriately, achieving a balance of student housing in neighbourhoods, and managing the effects in those areas.  It aims to be completed by the summer.  Its first concern is to survey exactly where we are now, in terms of the distribution of student housing in Leeds, and of its effects on communities.
The Tide Flows  Anyone who has paddled at the seaside knows that tides don’t ebb and flow tidily.  In many places, the tide is still flowing into Headingley.

(  Leeds University has sold six acres at the top of Grosvenor Road, including the Vice-Chancellor’s Lodge, Ridgeway and Rosehurst, to a local developer.  They couldn’t be bothered to prepare a Development Brief, with local consultation (as Leeds Girls High School is doing).

(  Students from both universities held a street party at 5 Hessle Mount on the last weekend in October – it involved 400 people, a mobile sound system, and lasted all night.  Neither university and neither students union has taken any effective action.

(  Landlords, including investors and student parents, are still turning family homes (including semis with gardens) into shared student houses.

(  Unipol, which acts as a clearing house between universities, students and landlords, is still promoting neighbourhoods in & around Headingley as “where most students live”.

The Tide Ebbs  However, the long-term trend is an ebb in the tide of student housing.

Student Housing Market
(  Under the new Housing Act, all the larger HMOs (houses in multiple occupation, including shared student houses) have to be licensed (those with 3 or more storeys and 5 or more occupants).  Licensing was originally due to come in last autumn, but it’s such a big job that it’s been put back to 6 April 2006.  There will be a public register of all licences issued.

(  The YEP recently reported “Property prices in Leeds' studentland could tumble as a result of new Government regulations ... Valuation specialists at property auctioneers Allsop's believe the new licensing regulations could encourage some landlords to sell up rather than invest in the improvements necessary to bring their properties up to licensable standard ... We expect that a greater number of HMOs in the traditional student areas will be marketed, particularly in early 2006.”  (YEP, 20 December 2005)

(  At a Leeds Owners Briefing on 20 December, Unipol forecast that the growing surplus of student housing would have a similar effect on the market.  Unipol estimates that the surplus might not in fact be so high – because many landlords will leave the market, perhaps selling off 500 bedspaces, or 100 houses.

Letting Boards

Back in the summer, the government agreed to a Direction which removed ‘deemed consent’ rights for the display of Letting Boards in part of inner north west Leeds.  This means that the Council can enforce against boards which are unacceptable.  The area defined concentrates on Central Headingley and Hyde Park.  A working group comprising key stakeholders finalised a Code for the area, now coming into force.  Effectively, the Code comes in three stages.  (  From 1 January, boards must be flush to the wall, only one per building, only one per agent per street.  (  From 1 March, boards must be no more than 34 X 48cm, in black & white; they may have a coloured logo.  (  And next November, there will be a one-month ban on boards altogether.  Further details are available from Andrew Crates, Community Planning Officer, on 247 8027, or email Andrew.Crates@leeds.gov.uk
Students & Communities Guide

The tide is turning, not only locally, but also nationally.  Universities UK (the universities’ club) is about to publish a report on the impact of student housing, and what can be done about it.  The Students & Communities Guide will be launched at a conference in London on 25 January, where the National HMO Lobby will present the community view.

Heal Headingley Web Site provides support to long term residents and their campaign for a sustainable balanced community. At our AGM on 22 Nov we had a consultation on the web site, and the feedback was generally good.  Suggestions for improvement centred around - easier access, the possibility for residents to add information, and co-ordination between the Message Board and the Activists' E-Mailing List.  We will take these suggestions forward in the next few months.  It is our aim to provide a site that is both read by and also kept up to date by the community, to enable a more rapid sharing of information and news.  We will need "community journalists" - residents who contribute regularly to the Message Board on specific topics.  A web site can be another meeting place for the community. Please log on at www.healheadingley.org.uk and get involved in the discussions and news-sharing!

Nigel White, for Heal Headingley

Headingley Development Trust is now well-established, has a growing membership, and is in negotiation with the Council about the future of Headingley Primary School.  At a members’ day on 3 December, we explored priorities for the Trust, as well as looking at plans for using the school as an arts and enterprise centre - more news in the members newsletter. If you wish to join, please print out the form from our website at headingleydevelopmenttrust.org and send it to Jane Williams, c/o 20 Woodland Park Road, Headingley, or write to Jane.

Lesley Jeffries, Headingley Development Trust

With its publication late in 2005, Headingley Renaissance could not have been better named.  2006 is destined to be Headingley’s Renaissance Year as our community regains control over its future.   Many of the proposals in the Action Plan are already underway – see above The Tide Ebbs and Headingley Development Trust, and see below Headingley Pubs and Transport Group.  And the Strategy Group will be meeting with council officers in January to discuss a “substantial investment in structural improvements”.  Copies of Headingley Renaissance will be available from the Library, some high street outlets and by post (phone me on 274 5686).

Martin Cook, Central Headingley Strategy Group

Area Action

(  The Area Committee next meets at 7pm on 9 February at Hawksworth Wood Children’s Centre.  The public is welcome, and can join in the meeting.

	Headingley Pubs  The new Licensing Act came into force on 24 November.  Premises in Headingley have not so far tried to open for very much longer than the already late hours many of them keep.  However, they have applied for a number of exceptional dates, where they can respond to things like sporting events, and open late (or early) without applying for a further licence.  This is not a good sign, as the worst trouble in Headingley has been associated with such occasions.  The Original Oak and Headingley Taps applied for later opening hours, but this was refused on the grounds that they are in a cumulative impact area.  This policy will be reviewed in the new year, and it may mean asking residents to write in again with their support.  The worst impact of the new law has probably been in the area of late night food outlets which have applied to open exceedingly late, have put their public notices in unreadable places, and generally behaved appallingly.
The Headingley Licensees Best Practice Guide was formulated by taking into account the views of local residents, operators, businesses and local authority representatives with a view to taking a positive and professional approach to licensed activity and its responsibilities within the community and as a guide for the local community to understand the work of Headingley Licensees.  The guide was launched in November, and will soon be available to view on Arc Inspirations website.  All Headingley pubwatch members follow the guide, and meet every other month - if anyone would like to raise a point of interest please, contact Martin Wolstencroft at martin@arcinspirations.com
Public Drinking Ban evidence is still being gathered – contact Cllr David Morton at Civic Hall, Leeds LS1 1UR, or david.morton@leeds.gov.uk


(  A Transport Group is looking at transport issues.  The first meeting was mainly concerned with parking, it agreed to consider developing a parking strategy for the A660 corridor, and to follow up transport issues from Headingley Renaissance.

(  The Planning Group has received proposals for Leeds Girls High School.  “The School is to merge with Leeds Grammar School at Alwoodley Gates, so most of the sites in Headingley will be vacated.  What does it mean for Headingley?  As part of the negotiations between Leeds City Council and the schools’ planning consultants, a Development Brief for the future use of the sites is being produced.  It will include provisions for the protection of the listed buildings within the school grounds and for the Headingley Conservation Area.  The future-use proposals are predominantly residential, except for the Eleanor Lupton Centre.  There will be no student accommodation or night clubs or any associated type of development within the brief, which seeks to retain the existing features.  In the New Year, the Council will request public comments on the draft proposals,” PG Torrible, The Land & Development Practice.
Neighbourhood News
Lumleys Action Group  Thanks to Linda Sherwood's (LCC) support, burglar alarms which go off as a result of 'human error' rather than crime, are finally being recognised as a serious nuisance. We have moved from the council's initial response - 'an alarm sounding for 20 minutes is an alarm doing its job' - to Martin Blakey's (Unipol) agreement to send out recommendations to landlords and students, as part of a campaign of awareness to minimise the number of alarms set off through carelessness.
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Headingley Network AGM is on 5 February in Headingley Community Centre, 2.30-4pm (time to be confirmed). As well as a round-up of activities during 2005, and plans for 2006, local history expert, Janet Douglas, will talk about the Brudenell family, and their links with our area. We hope to run a trip to their family 'seat' in Northamptonshire in the Spring, as an early event in Celebrate Headingley.

St Chad’s RA  A house that was previously let to students has been bought by a family from Horsforth, and in the last six months, three on the Rise and two on the Avenue have been sold to private people.  Very encouraging!

Highbury Residents Association is campaigning to save the Highbury Mission Land, the green open space behind St Oswald’s Church.  A planning application (ref 26/676/05/FU) has been lodged to convert the church into flats and build a parking court behind.  Another application is in the pipeline to build four houses on the land, with further parking.  The green space is a major local asset, protected by local policies.  Please support our campaign by lodging an objection by email or letter.

South Headingley Community Association meets at 7.30 on 17 January at the Cardigan Centre, and then every third Tuesday of the month.

Far Headingley Village Society’s AGM in November heard a talk by Lucy Newlyn and readings from Ginnel, her new volume of poems.  Having spent most of her childhood in Grove Lane, Lucy’s poems recall a child’s discovery of Headingley life: Groocock’s grocery, Bradshaw’s bike shop, the Ridge, Meanwood Beck, Bryans.  Ginnel is available from local bookshops.

Little Woodhouse Community Forum is on 10 January 2006, at Leeds Civic Hall: the agenda includes streetscene, planning (Little Woodhouse Student Village), housing, conservation and Little Woodhouse Planning Audit.
Planning Decisions

Up to Christmas, Plans Panel West granted permission in Headingley Ward for six house extensions (and refused two) and for three dormers (and refused three).  It has refused some flat conversions – but has granted permission for sixteen new flats at the old Madeline Joy House site.

Information from Leeds City Council web site (www.leeds.gov.uk > Speed Link: Planning Applications).
New planning applications in the area are published every Thursday in the Yorkshire Evening Post and every month on the Heal Headingley website.

Contact Headway by email at hmolobby@hotmail.com.  To join your local association, for Headingley Network (central Headingley) contact Lesley Jeffries (tel: 274 1011), for South Headingley contact Sue Buckle (tel: 278 2296), for North Hyde Park contact Chris Webb (tel: 275 1030), for Far Headingley contact Donald Hood (tel: 275 5575), for Kirkstall contact John Liversedge (tel: 278 5987), for St Chad’s contact David Waterhouse (tel: 226 1986), for Moor Parks contact Kate Henshall (tel: 274 1550), for Cardigan Triangle contact Bill Rollinson (tel: 274 3353).

Keep up-to-date by checking the Message Board on Heal Headingley's website at www.HealHeadingley.org.uk.  Anyone can add items of interest to long-term residents to the Message Board.  Internet access is provided free at Headingley Library, where help is available if needed.

Headway is also available online at www.HealHeadingley.org.uk/headway
Headway is published by Leeds HMO Lobby, c/o Cardigan Centre, 145 Cardigan Road, Leeds LS6 1LJ, website www.hmolobby.org.uk/leeds,

it is supported by the North West (Inner) Area Committee, covering Headingley, Hyde Park & Woodhouse, Kirkstall and Weetwood,

and it is printed on recycled paper by Edwin Harmer, 67a Raglan Road, Leeds LS2 9DZ

The next issue of Headway is due to be published in April.


