Proposal

Headingley

Neighbourhood Design Statement

Leeds’ Number One Suburb!

1 The Neighbourhood  Headingley is one of the principal suburbs of Leeds.  It is situated in the north-west of the city, on the ridge which rises to Headingley Hill, between the valleys of the River Aire and Meanwood Beck.

1.1 Headingley is centred on a significant local (offset) crossroads: Headingley Lane (once Otley Turnpike, now the A660) runs south to the city, and north to the Dales; it is crossed by the road running west over the Aire (at Kirkstall Bridge) and east over the Beck (at Monk Bridge).

1.2 Headingley is very intensively developed, but it is bounded on many sides by green spaces: to the north-east, it is bound by Woodhouse Ridge (overlooking Meanwood Valley), to the south-east, by Woodhouse Moor, and to the west, by Batcliffe Wood (and the cutting of the Harrogate Railway Line).  Otherwise, Headingley borders Far Headingley neighbourhood to the north, and Burley neighbourhood to the south.

1.3 Little remains of Headingley’s pre-industrial settlement.  It was the first outlying village to be developed as a city suburb (the first omnibus service ran here, and the No 1 bus service stills runs this way), and the whole area is dominated by Victorian development, from mansions to terraces (as indicated by the naming of Victoria Road).  Remaining spaces have been infilled by inter-war enclaves, and by a scattering of post-war development.

2 The Areas  Headingley then is worth conserving with a Neighbourhood Design Statement.  For this purpose, it may be seen as a number of distinctive ‘character areas’.

2.1 Central Headingley is identified in Headingley Renaissance, and comprises several ‘quarters’.

a) Headingley Town Centre: the frontages on Otley Road and North Lane;

b) St Michael’s Quarter: the south-west, around St Michael’s Church;

c) Chapel Quarter: the north-west, behind the Methodist Chapel;

d) Wheatfields Quarter: the north-east, along Alma Road towards the hospice;

e) Shire Oak Quarter: the south-east, along Shire Oak Road;

f) Headingley Stadium.

2.2 Headingley Mount: the terraces of Headingley Mount and westwards.

2.3 Turnways Triangle: between Kirkstall Lane, the Stadium and the railway.

2.4 Cardigan Triangle: the site of the Botanical Gardens, and the streets to the west.

2.5 Headingley Hill: the mansions of Headingley Lane and the avenues to the north.

2.6 Hyde Park Corner: the Corner itself, and the settlements to the north and south.

2.7 South Headingley: the solid Victorian terraces sloping south.

3 The Threats  Headingley faces many threats, which make a Neighbourhood Design Statement all the more necessary

3.1 Threats to Structures: degradation through multiple occupation, (a) of the character, and (b) of the amenity, of the neighbourhood.

3.2 Threats to Spaces: erosion through intensive development, (a) by extensions, and (b) by infill.

3.3 Threats to Connectivity: obstruction by traffic density, (a) through congestion of roads, and (b) through parking on streets.
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